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ADMONITION 
TO THE | 


Y OUNGER CLERGY. 


O maintain the Honour and Dig- - 

; nity of the ſacred Function, being 
a Matter of the higheſt Importance, 
not only to the Intereſts of the clerical Or- 
der in particular, but alſo to the Advance- 
ment of Religion and Virtue in general ; 
whatever tends to promote ſuch a falutary 
End, muſt meet with the Approbation of 
every ſincere Patriot, and every true Chriſ- 
tian. Certain it is, that the moſt effectual 
Means to attain this deſirable End, is to re- 
gulate the Conduct agreeable to the Profeſ- 
ſion in every reſpect to conform the ex- 
ternal Deportment to the internal Principles 
of the ſacred Function. | | 
With this View, the following ſmall Tract 
1s compoſed, in hopes that it may be peruſed 
with the ſame Spirit of Candor, which in- 
os: 1 duced 


——— . EO” — 


4 An Admonition to the Younger Clergy. 


duced the Writer to publiſh it. Fob xxxii. 7 
2 Peter 1. 13. 

It may not be improper, oreviculy t to en- 
quire into the Nature, Dignity, and Impor- 
tance of the Prieſthood, as a proper Idea 
of this will be neceſſary, in order to a ſuit- 
able Diſcharge of our Function. — To faci- 
litate which, I propoſe, in the firſt Place, to 
ſuggeſt ſome candid Hints. 

If we take a View of the Duties of the 
clerical Order, we ſhall perceive it replete 
with the moſt intereſting Scenes, tending to 
promote the moſt important and valuable 
Cauſe—the Cauſe of Religion, Truth, and 
Virtue. To reclaim the Vicious (a)—to 
animate the Deſponding to intimidate the 
Incorrigible (5)—to confirm the Wavering 
— to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 
Affliction (c)——to open the Eyes of the Ig- 
norant—and to teach them the good and 


the right Way (4)—to form Mankind to 


Virtue.——Theſe are Offices highly worthy 
of a rational Being——worthy of the Servants 
of the moſt high God-—and dignify hu- 
man Nature with the moſt exalted Degree of 


Perfection. God ſeparated the Tribe of 


Levi from the Congregation (e), in order to 
bring them nearer to himſelf, The Impor- 
tance and Extent of the ſacerdotal Commiſ- 


(a) James v. 20. (5) 2 Cor. v. 11. (e) James i. 27. 
(4) Ads xvii 17. (e) Numb. xvi. 9, 


ſion, 


An Admonition to the Younger Clergy. 5 
ſion, appears evidently, both from the An- 
nals of ſacred and profane Hiſtory (a). The 
Faithful of the firſt Ages, and even good 

Princes and Emperors themſelves, treated 
the ſacred Order with the higheſt Marks of 
Reſpect. It was always looked upon, from 
the earlieſt Times, as of the higheſt Moment, 
and the Profeſſors of it counted worthy of 
double Honour, by thoſe who had a due Senſe 
of Religion. 

But a falſe Notion——and an erroneous 
Opinion, too often prevailed, and undermin- 
ed the Baſis, on which this Eſteem and Re- 
ſpect was originally founded; a miſtaken 
Imagination, that the ſacred Function itſelf 
(abſtractedly conſidered) ſhould command 
Reverence, however regardleſs the Profeſſors 
might be in the Exerciſe of it; forgetting, 
that the Dignity of our Office ariſes from its 

Holineſs (5), and it is his which conſtitutes 
its Honour. 7 9 


(a) The Prieſthood was conſidered as a high and exalted 
Dignity in the Raman State, to which only Patricians were 
admitted, for a long Time after the Foundation of that Re- 
public. The Age of Fifty was fixed on for the ſacred Or- 
der, that it might be beſtowed on thoſe alone, who had 
ſerved their Country, and acquired Authority in it. 

(b) Opinio prava nonnullorum animos. pervadit, quod or- 
dinis dignitas, ſeorſim honorem poſtulat, quod pullatum amic- 
tum accingit reverentia. O ſpes fallaces ! niſi enim omni 
virtute excellens—integer vite—nullo ſcelere imbatus, dig- 
nitatem tueri—munire—& conſervare ſtudiosè molitur Chriſ- 
ti legatus, niſi non modo vitam ad certam rationis Normam 
2 verum etiam eſt functionis decus & ornamentum-0 
 fruſtra ſuſcepti labores ! O cogitationes inanes! Cicero. 


The 
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The Abſurdity of this Opinion is obvious 
—for certainly the Prieſt cannot reaſonabl 
expect to derive Honour from the Dignity of 
his Profeſſion, unleſs by an exemplary Con- 
duct he does Honour 10 it—reflects back 
again the Luſtre he receives from thence 
and in all Things adorns the Principles of 


Chriſtianity, the Religion he explains 


and the Faith he profeſſes. As the fa- 
cred Writer ſays of Simon, Son of Onias, 
when he put on the Robe of Honour——and 
was cloathed with the Perfection of Glory, 
by his exemplary Life, he made the Gar- 


ment of Holineſs honourable (a). 


In what lively Colours does the Prophet 
paint the Dignity of the Order? © Son of Man, 
e behold, I have made thee a Watchman over 
the Houle of //rael (5).” Another diſplays 
the Purity which ever accompanies it (c). 
The Prieſt's Lips ſhall keep Knowledge 
« they ſhall ſeek the Law at his Mouth, for 


he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. 2 


Such is the Nature of the clerical Func- 


tion; it indiſpenſibly demands an exemplary 


Conduct, and when the Profeſſors of it act 
contrary to it, the Purity cf the One ſerves 
only (by forming a Contraſt) to reflect a 
double Diſgrace on the Other, 


(a) Ecclus. I. 11. {6) Exek. iii. 16. e) Mal. ii. 7. 


An Admonition to the Younger Clergy. 7 
Of this we have a ſtriking Proof in the 
Sons of Eli (a). Their diſſolute and licen- 
tious Principles, by being ſet in Contraſt 
with the Purity of their Profeſſion, tended 
to expoſe them in a more conſpicuous Man- 
ner to public Deteſtation. Had they been 
among the Number of the Lazty, their Pro- 
fligacy would only have affected themſelves ; 
but being devoted to God, an extraordinary 
Degree of Holineſs was expefted and requir- 
ed; failing in this eſſential Point, the Cauſe 
of Religion was concerned ; the Intereſt of 
Piety and Virtue was affected—the Conta- 
gion of their vicious Example ſpread itſelf— 
and from their making themſelves Vile (5), 
Men abhorred the Offering of the Lord. 
It is from the Miſcondut——the Errors 
and Indiſcretions of the Man of God, that 
the Adverſaries of our Religion have Occa- 
ſion of Triumph (c). From hence the Ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity derive the Strength of 
their Arguments, and the Support of their 
Cauſe (d); and to this we may not unjuſtly 
impute the continual and increaſing Depre- 
dations of Infidelity on the one Hand, and 


(a) 1 Sam. ii. 

(4) The original Phraſe is peculiarly emphatical, —— 
& they injured God. 

(c) 2 Sam. xit. 14. 

(4) Clericus male moratus inimicis tela miniſtrat. Qui 
non tam ſuis viribus quam noſtra imbecillitate non tam 
ſuis rationibus, quam noſtris vitiis, ſe hactenus invictos 
a e PEARCE Concio ad Clerum. 


Enthu- 
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Enthuſiaſm on the other. Certainly theſe - 
Conſiderations ſhould induce the Clergy to 
behave with the utmoſt Circumſpection, fo 

as to confute Calumny by their Conduct (a) 
——and filence the Aſperſions of Obloquy. 

Of this important Truth be perſuaded. —The 

moſt exalted and blameleſs Virtue is requi- 
fite from the very Nature of our Office, as 
Teachers of Religion, and Overſeers of the 
Morals of the People (5). It is only ſolid Vir- 
tue, rooted deep in the Temper, and exerted 
regularly in the Conduct, that can either gain, 


or when gained, preſerve the real inward 


Approbation and Efteem of Mankind. 
The Voice of the People—the Nature 


of our Function, the Credit of our Religion, 


call loudly for the niceft and moſt exact Cir- 
cumſpection. In Gratitude — in Duty—in 
Intereſt in Honour, by every poſſible Tie, 
we are indiſpenſibly obliged to exhibit an 
exemplary Pattern of Virtue and Piety. 

The good Example and Influence of the 
Clergy, are ſo inſeparably connected, that 
when the one is wanting, the other muſt ne- 
ceſſarily loſe Ground (c). 


(a) 1 Peter iii. 16. 7 

(c) Could I ſpeak with the Tongue of Men and Angels, 
x Cor. xiii. Vet, if a good Life be not an Appendage to all 
this fine Harangue, what will it avail. 


From 


An Admonition to the Younger Clergy. 9 
From a View of the Nature——Dignity— 
and Importance of the Function, you muſt 
be fully convinced, that the Exerciſe of it 
calls for a vigorous Exertion of all their 
Powers—PFaculties—and Endowments ; that 
to diſcharge the Duty of it in a proper Man- 
ner, requires not only the moſt or 
Purity of Manners, but allo, 


I. The moſt exact Propriety of Conde. 
1 Cor. xiv. 

II. An :nvatiablle Obſervance of the Rules 
of Temperance, Gal. v. 23. 
III. Great Diligence and mec 650k 
tion, 2 Tim. ii. 8 3 

IV. That univerſal Charity which 38/4 
vital Eſſence of the Chriftian Relig, PL. 


Iv. 5. 
I. PROPRIETY. 


A certain acute Critic of the Pacht 
Age (a), defines * a Senſe of Propriety to 
ebe the natural Law that regulates our Con- 
«« duct with reſpect to our elves, as a Senſe 
of Jutice is the natural Law that reg gulates 
* our Conduct with reſpect to others. 

The affected Diſregard of ſome, tothe Opie 
nion of the World, 1s founded _— Erro-, 


{a) Lord Kain's Planets of Critic wo 
B and 
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10 An Admonition to the Younger Clergy. 

and is of pernicious Tendency (a).——If our 
own Hearts condemn us not, (ſay they) what 
need is there to concern ourſelves about the 
Sentiments of others? But this is falſe Rea- 
ſoning and inconcluſive; at the ſame Time 


it is deſtructive of that vital Principle of 
Emulation, which ſtimulates the active Mind 
to laudable and virtuous Actions. When 


once a total Diſregard is ſhewn to the Opini- 
on of others, it is but an eaſy Tranſition, to 
neglect the Tendency of their own Conduct. 


If the Sentiments of the World are to be 


lightly eſteemed, why are ſo many excellent 


Things ſpoken of a good Name by Solo- 
) 


mon (6)? Why does the facred Hiſtorian 


(after having enumerated the perſonal Vir- 
tues of Cornelius (c) deſcend to add that 


— He was of good Re y=_ among all Na- 
< tions (4). Why does the Apoſtle 170 often, 
and ſo pathetically enjoin a cautious Avoid- 
ance of every vicious Appearance. T0 


provide Things honeſt in the Sight of all 
% Men" (e)—to let their Light ſhine before 


them 
blameleſs, that ſceing your good Works, the 


and to have their Converſation 


falſe Accuſer may be ſtruck dumb. Again, 
in the Choice of the ſeven Deacons (J), why 


does the Apoſtle ſo ſtrictly charge the Elec- 
tion of ſuch to that ſacred _ as were not 


(a) 1 John iii. 21. (b) Prov. xxii. 1. (e) Ads x. 22. 


(d) 48s xxii. 12. 00 Rom. xii. 17. WW Aas vi. 3. 
only 


An Admomition. to the Younger Clergy, 11 
only blameleſs in themſelves, but alſo reſpect- 
able in their Characters (a). As their pri” 
mary Care ſhould be, to avoid the Reproaches 
of their own Heart, ſo to eſcape the Cenſure 
of the World, ought to be the ſecondary 

Conſideration. Doubtleſs the Approbation 
of the World adds greatly to the internal Sa- 
tisfaction which conſcious Innocence in- 
ſpires (5). You have heard of the Integrity of 
Samuel (c). Conſcious to himſelf, that he 
had ſtrictly adhered to the Rules of Juſtice, 
during his long Adminiſtration, he wanted 
not the Solace of his own Mind. — All within 
was calm, ſerene, and tranquil: Vet he 
wanted one Thing — the Applauſe — the 
Approbation of thoſe over whom he preſided. 
He wanted this to ſecond the Teſtimony of 
his own Heart. Let theſe Examples have 
their proper Weight. — If the Applauſe of 
the World is a Thing of Nought—of no 
Value—what inſpired the ancient Heroes 5 
Patriots to ſuch Acts of Valour, as ſhine wit 
Luſtre in the Annals of Hiſtory (d)? 

REPUTATION is, in Fact, the chief En- 
gine (e), by which Perſons are capable, ei- 
ther of reaping any Benefit from the World, 


(a) Propriety of Conduct was looked upon by the ancient 
Philoſophers, as one of the chief, principal, and cardinal 
Virtues. Z | 5; - 

(b) Matt. v. 16, (c) I Sax, xii. 3. ) Heb. x1. 32 
(e) Eccleſ. vii, 1, * n wah 

SS or 


12 An Admonition lo the. Younger Clergy. 
or of being inſtrumental 7 the Happineſs of 
it. 


This is the Realon which the Evangeliſt 
0 aſſigns (2), for the Iufluence of Gamaliel to- 
5 wards appeaſing the popular Tumult. 
He was had in Reputation among all the 
||| People.“ To ©. have Regard to our 
Bl Name (6b),” the Roman Orator ranks 
In among the R Characteriſtics 1 
0 9 0 15 2 Man (c). 3 
ll Man is not only an intelligent, but alſo a ; 
1 ſccial Being, and a Diſcovery of Truth, is 
[| not more agreeable to him in the former Ca- 
i: acity, than a Conſciouſneſs of the general 
Wit © | _ Eſteem of the World, ſhould be in the lat- 
ter: For without this, the moſt laudable In- 
tentions will be z6warted—their beſt Ac- 
tions Juſpeted—ard their real Virtue mife 
confirued. 

Great Power may et it is „ 
Love that engages it is Eſteem that con- 5 
ciliates—it is Union and Harmony that ce- 
ments Regard. Since then, it may be incon- 
F proved, that a Deſire to gain the 
Bale b of the World, is not only a juſti- 

e, but a laudable Ambition, attended 


33 


Sr 


Amun — —— “:!:... —ä— 
N —— — . — — 


(a) Ads v. 34. (3) Ecclus. xli. 12. 
(e) „ Eft in optimo yuoque wirtus quæ dies & noctes ani- 
te mum Gloriæ ſtimulis concitat.” Cickxo pro Arch. P. 
Ex omnibus præmiis virtutis, ſi eſſet habenda ratio præmi- 
% orum, ampliſſi mum eſt Ptæmium Fame: I bid. 
| | with 


with ſalutary Conſequences, come we next 
to enquire, in what Manner it is to be ob- 


tained. In order to this, let it not be thought 
ſufficient, that you avoid whatever is ih itſelf 


Criminal. No. It is abſolutely requiſite to 


refrain from every Impropriety. 


There are certain Indiſcretions—there are 


Slips — there are Inadvertencies, which are 
not ſtrictly Criminal (a), but yet are highly 
blameable——they are ſometimes pardon- 
able in a goed Man but never conſiſtent 


Voith the — of a wife One. 


There is a Diſtinction of Character 
there is a Propriety of Behaviour 
a Suitability of Conduct adapted to every 
Station, to every Rank, and to every Pro- 


feſſion (5). When once you break through 
the natural Order, (what the Roman Poet 


calls Deczws) you inevitably incur the Cen- 
ſure of the World-—always prone to cavil 


 ——and extreme to mark every Foible (c). 
© A good Underſtanding (d). Wiſdom that 


ee dwells with Prudence (e) will not only 
avoid, what is in itſelf improper, but alſo 
whatever has the leaft, or moſt remote Ap- 


(4) 1 Keel tu hoc vocas? 10 nomine certè caret. Vox 45 
muanitatis potius errorem appellabit lapſum, lapſum incuriam. 


© Qui durias Culpam, qui graviſ/ime Crimen.— Sc L us autem 


* nemo, qui non bumanitatis expers, vocare audebit.” 
C:icERo pro Ligario. 
a Phil. iv. 8. (e) Pf. exxx. 3. (d) exi. 10. (e) Prov. 
» 12. 8 | | 
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14 An Admonition to the Younger Clergy, 
pearance of Impropriety. Conſcious, that in 
order to obviate the Malevolence of Cenſure, 
it is abſolutely expedient, not only to keep an- 
ſpotted, from the great Offence (a), but alſo to 
guard againſt every Imputation (6). A Senſe 
of this Propriety, naturally leads me to make 
ſome Animadverſions. The VouNGER Cler- 
gy, through Inadvertencies, do not always pay 
that ſtrict Attention which is requiſite to 
(what they look upon as) the Punctilios of 
Diſcipline ; but which are in Truth effenti- 
ally neceſlary to maintain the gory of the 
Order. | 

Therefore a Regard to Truth 5 De- 

cency, and to the Intereſts of Religion, calls 

upon me to ſmite Friendly (), and to ad- 
moniſh as a Brother (e). 

Shall the Sons of Belial ſet themſelves to 
decry the Order (f)——to derogate from the 
Deference due to the Dignity of it (g) ; and 
ſhall not the Sons of Levi (b), (fired with a 
becoming Indignation) ſtrive to maintain the 
Honour of the ſacred Function, and repel 
the daring Inſults of thoſe, who, in the 
Height of Preſumption, are not afraid to 


fa) pr > xix. ; | 
(5) Utinam, ut non tantùm culpam, verim etiàm , ſpici- 
onem vitaris. Cie. Philippic. 


te) 1 Cor. xiv. 40. (4) . (e) 2 Thef. i iii. 15. 
(f} 1 Sam. ii. (g] 1 Kings xxi. 10, ) Numb. xvi. 


WY Y enen 
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Og the Ark of God with unhallowed 
Hands (a?? «i 

Certainly——you are doubly called upon to 
uſe every. Precaution that Circumſpection 
ſuggeſts, or Prudence exacts (60). | 

Conſider you are in the ſame Situation 
with thoſe Nebemiab ſpeaks of, who, en- 
gaged in the Structure of the Temple, were 
compelled to act on the defenſtve, for, whilſt 

with one Hand they wrought in the Work, 
—— with the other they held a Weapon (c). 
Every Inadvertency——every. Indiſcretion 
every Impropriety derogates from the 
Eſteem, and leſſens the Influence of the 
Man of God therefore it is not ſufficient 
for us, dnly to avoid Temptation ; but-we 
| ſhould: alſo keep in view every Precaution 
that is deſigned as a Guard againſt it, 1 We 
v. 22. 

If the PRIESTLY HaABIT, which is enjbin- 
ed us, is not only a certain Mark and Diſtinc- 
tion of our Profeſſion, but a Sort of Mo- 
nitor to 7e/train us from acting unſuitable to 
it; ought we, (or can we indeed ſafely) 
throw ourſelves off the Guard, by a Dz/u/e of 
the Habit? by laying a/ide ſuch a REMEM- 
BRANCE of our STATION, and of our Dy- 
TV? Ought we careleſsly to caſt off the 
EeHop (d)? or ſhould we diveſt ourſelves of 


(a) 2 Sam. vi. 6. (5) 1Thef,v. 2 c) Nebem. iv. 17. 
64) 1 Sam. ii. 18. | * * by 5 
: | the 


> nos —— — — — —— 
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the Robe of Honour (2) ?——the Holy 
Garment? I fay the Holy Garment; for 
(however lightly it may be thought of) it 
is expreſsly fo called by God himſelf (6), in- 
ſtituted by him, for Glory and for Beauty. 
In Truth, (for it is our Lord's own Obſer- 
vation) when did Solomon appear in greater 
Glory, or was arrayed with more Beauty (c), 
than when miniſtring before God, between 
the Porch and the Altar, in his ſacerdotal 


Habit (c). 


Io guard againſt the Danger which may 
enſue from a Neglect of this divine Inſtitution, 
the Canons are very particular (e); they en- 
join the Habit - they deſcribe the very Form. 


— some of the Conſtitutions declare, that 


we cannot depart from it, without being in 
a Manner ſuſpended from the Privileges of 
—__ 2 l 

The Irregularity of Dreſs was thought ſo 
little conſiſtent, with that Circumſpection 
becoming us, (which Prudence dictates, 
and the Apoſtle himſelf enjoins) that the 


(a) Eeclus. I. 11. (5) Exod. xxviii. 2. (e) Luke xii. 


(a) Joel ii. 17. 


(e) Vide Canonem, 74, A. D. 1603. Vide Conſtitut. B. 
cui ſubſequens titulus, viz. * Præcipiendum eſt privilegio 


* clericali gaudere volentibus, ut habitum, veſtitum, c. 


Y) Conſule Cod. Gibſon, p. 186, nbi plura occurrunt 

e antiquo clericorum veſtitu, præsèrtim in conſtitutione 
Othoboni, ad cujus obſervantiam quanquam hodie non tene- 
mur, Epiſcoporum tamen veterum cura, de veflitu & habitu 

clericorum, inde ſatis elucet. | Sn 

1 very 
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very being out of Habit (a), has been looked 
upon as a kind of Temptation to act out of 
Character; becauſe the Reftraint ariſing from 
the certain Diſtinction of Habit, is then re- 
moved, and the Perſon is under ſome fort 
of Diſguiſe and Concealment, therefore the 
Puniſhment -appointed -by the Conſtitutions 
is ſuch, that the very being in a Readineſs to 
tranſpreſs, is reckoned itſelf a Tranſgreſſion. 

The Dictates of Reaſon, as well as the 
Teſtimony of Scripture, clearly prove, that 
a ſtrict Regard to the Rules of Propriety, Is 
more particularly incumbent on thoſe, who, 
from the Nature of their Profeſſion, are un- 
der the Eyes of the niceſt Obſervers (5), and 
expoſed to the Check of 3 on the 
leaſt Breach of Duty (c). 

Though peradventure it was an 
Overſight (4) may plead ſomething in 

Excuſe for inadvertent Slips, with the Con- 
did and Humane, yet, when it is conſider- 
ed, how ſmall a Part theſe form amongſt 
the Generality of Mankind, it will appear 
fully i that the Clergy in parti- 
cular. ſhould unite the Wiſdom of the 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 16. | | 

(b) Omnium oculi & vultus intuentur 10. Nibil eſt tam 
molle - tam tenerum—tam, aut fragile aut flexibile, quàm 
voluntas erga nos, ſenſuſſue populi, qui non modo improbi- 
tati iraſcuntur * ſed etiam rectè factis ſæpè faſti 
diunt. h Cicero pro Milone. 

(c) Fob xix. | () Gen. xliii. 12. 


C Ser⸗ 
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Serpent, with the Simplicity of the Dove 
(a) : But perhaps, ſome one will fay—— 
hard is the Lot of the Miniſtry —— 
ſeeing we are ſurrounded with ſuch a compli- 
cated Scene of Dangers, Snares, and Temp- 
tations, who can preſerve himſelf from fall- 
ing? At leaſt, who can regulate his Conduct 
with ſuch nice CircumſpeRion, as to elude: 
the Cavils of Malevolence, and ſcreen him- 
ſelf from the Cenſure and Aſperſions of thoſe 
who ſhoot out their Arrows, even bitter 
Words (45)? 

I anſwer—It requires the greateſt Sow 
dence ; it calls for the divine Grace to co- ope- 
rate with your Endeavours. The Reflection 
of it extortèd from the Apoſtle this Expreſ- 
fion « Who is ſufficient for theſe 
« Things (c)?“ It loudly calls for all the Vi- 
gour, Strength, and Attention, that can poſ- 
fibly be beſtowed upon them. It demands 
a full Exertion of all your Powers, Facul- 
ties and Endowments ; and after all, ſays 
this, able Apoſtle, Who 15 fuſpcient for the 
Charge? 

If this be the true State of the Caſe, as it 
certainly is, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe, who 
(in a miſtaken Confidence of their own Abi- 
lities) venture to unite the Civil with the 


(a) anne? x. 16. | (6) Bj, Ixiv. 3+ be 0 (e) 2 Cor: 


11. 16. 


Eccleſiaſtieal 
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Eccleſiaſtical Function (a), and vainly think 
themſelves ſufficient, not only for that which 
cometh upon them daily, © the Care of the 
Church (6),” but even of competent Abili- 
ties, to diſcharge the Duties of -a temporal 
Office and ſecular Employment. Some have 
indiſcreetly expreſt a Defire, that the Clergy 
were inveſted with the Commiſſion of the 
Peace, from a wweak Apprebenſion, that, if they 
were armed with alittle Power, their Flock 
would pay greater Regard to them (c) : But 
this is abſolutely a Miſtake; for, if the Holy 
Order cannot command Reſpect from the 
Sanctity of their Character and the exempla- 
ry Tenor of their Lives, the Aid they might 
derive from an Addition of Temporal Power, 
would, by multiplying Occaſions of paro- 
chial Animoſity, tend to render them more 
uni ver ſally diſregarded. Let it not be uſed as 
a Plea, in Vindication of uniting Temporals 
with Spirituals, that Melchiſede was King 
and Prieſt (4) that Eli and OW were 
Prieſts and Magiſtrates (e). 


(a) Unum ſultinere, pauci poſſunt, utrumgue nemo. Ex- 
iſtimaſti te utrique negotio 1a L tisfacere poſſe? Vehementer 
erras. | Cic. pro Murcena, 

(5) 2 Cor. xi. 28. 

(e) Graviter in eo peccant, WY rebus civilibus gerendis, 
A ſanctioribus ſuis curis non inviti avocantur. Id omne a 
nobis alienum ducere oportet, quod cum animarum ſalute 
ne minima quidem ſocietate, conj ungitur. Dr. PEARCE. 

0 Gun. xiv. . f 


© Sf 'The 
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TheAnnals of Hiſtory afford much ſtronger 
Proofs againſt this unnatural Junction, than 
th: - any Arguments that can poſſibly be produced 
| for it. It has been the Care of the wiſeſt 
; Nations, to keep the ſpiritual and temporal 
Employments 4; inct. The Emperors, Ho- 
norius—Theodefrus — and Fuſtinian, pro- 
hibited Ecclefaſticks from exerciſing ſecular 
1 F unctions—and the common Law of this 
N Kingdom has, in many Caſes, cautiouſſy 
guarded againſt ſuch an inexpedient Union. 
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605 In ſome Eſtabliſhments of Religion, the 
0 Clergy have not been confined to the proper 
1 Functions of their Office, but have devoted 
TH themſelves to Kegler Alfa periecly foreign 
Will to it. 
Wi It is not in Zheſe, we can expect to find 
{HA the genuine Character of the Order, for the 
Hal | paſtoral Office cannot poſſibly exert its Influ- 
THAW Ence on thoſe who are ſcarce at all employ- 
HU ed in the Duties of it. Their Attention muſt 


neceſſarily be turned to thoſe ſecular Occu- 


Wil pations in which they are engaged—conſe- 
(HAR quently the Ons Thing needful muſt be 
106000 totally neglected (a): But how forcible are 
FN the Words of St. Paul? Miniſters of the 
TH Goſpel are, by the Nature of their Office, as 
1 well as by the Authority of Scripture (5), 
I forbid to entangle themſelves with the Af- 
mw fairs of this Life. | 
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The ſame Prudence which leads us to a 
ſtrict Obſervance of theſe Rules of Propri- 
ety, ſo as never to act out of Character, will 
alſo induce us to regulate our Paſſions, Plea- 
ſures, and Purſuits, agreeable to the Maxims 
of 94 75. 


u. TEMPERANCE. 


If you need any Proof to convince you of 
the Expediency of Temperance——only re- 
flect on the unhappy Situation of that Perſon 
who is a Dupe to his Pafſions—and under the 
implicit Dominion of his Appetites.— The 
Senſualiſt overcomes the Man—and having 
no Power, Reaſon, nor Reſolution to ſtem 
the Torrent, he is carried whither he knows 
not (2).— This is a convincing Proof, that 
the Rules of Temperance are requiſite in 
every Purſuit —A Taſte for Pleaſure, im- 
moderately indulged, quickly ſtrengthens 
into Habit—eradicates all virtuous Prin- 
ciples, and diverts the Mind from every ra- 
tional and laudable Enterpriſe (b5).——There- 
fore, in order to a proper Enjoyment of 
Pleaſure, it is eſſentially neceſſary ſometimes 
to withdraw (c) from the World, (true 


Br ma ans a (3) Luke viii. 14. 
9 Hap- 
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Happineſs being of a retired Nature (a), an 
Enemy to Pomp and Noiſe)—— to retreat 
into the Cloſet, and commune with our 
e own Hearts. Were it not for theſe ſalu- 
tary Intervals of Retirement, in order to rally 
our diſperſed Forces collect together the 
ſcattered Rays of Thought—and to exerciſe 
the reflexive Faculties, we ſhould inevitably 
fall a Prey to the Wiles of the Tempter (6) 
—the Allurements of Vice——and be totally 
abſorb'd in the Vortex of Diſſipation. 

Intervals of Privacy are eſſentially neceſſary 
for all Perſons—and in every Station of Life; 
but they are more eſpecially requiſite in the 
facred Profeſſion : And for this Reaſon, the 

Apoſtle is very expreſs (in his Epiſtles to Ti- 
mothy and Titus) to admoniſh them, leaſt they 
ſhould be captivated with the Allurements of 
Pleaſure. Honour, Probity, and Pleaſure (c), 
are the three great Idols, to which the Men 
of this World bow but thou, O Man of 
God—fle (d) theſe Things“ fly from them 
« as from the Face of a Serpent ;” retreat 
into the ſtil] Scenes of Privacy, for there alone 
thoſe Studies may be purſued, thoſe Virtues 
exerciſed, and thoſe Duties diſcharged, 


(a) O felix ſtudii! qui non ingloria ruris 

Otia tutus agit, procùl ambitione metuque 

Qui recolens quicquid dignum ſapiente bonoque 

Providus æternæ meditatur ſeria vita, 

Gaudia deſpiciens peritura— Sacerdos Paræcialis Ruſtic. 

) Luke xxii. 31. (e) 2 Tim. iii. 4. (4) 1 Tim. vi. 11. 
4 which 
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which characterize our Office, and:adorn our 
Profeſſion. There we are ſecure from thoſe 
Avocations which interrupt——thoſe Temp- 
tations that (a) be/ef——and that Importunity 
of external Objects which ever accompany the 
Scenes of falſe Pleaſure, and inevitably. tend 
to diſſipate the Mind, and divert it from the 
greateſt and moſt intereſting Object. It is ab- 


ſolutely expedient, that we ſhould enter into 


the Cloſet (5) for there we may enter upon 
our Studies without Drfficulty, and finiſn them 
without Interruption (c) There, that Vigi- 
lance and Care, ſo abſolutely requiſite in re- 
lation to our ſpiritual Concerns, is effectually 
exerted. —T here, as no turbulent Paſſions can 
enter——ſo all Animoſities are excluded or 


forgotten—all Purſuits all Competitions 


ceaſe. —There, the Vanities and Vexations 
of this World are ſhut ou. and the . 
ſiderations of another let in. 

There is a natural Aſſociation among our 
Principles of Action. One prepares the Mind 
for another, which hath the ſame Direction, 
e.g. A Regard to Propriety tends to in- 
duce us to obſerve the Rules of Juſtice, Ve- 
racity, Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, and 
Temperance (d). In a Word, all thoſe 
Virtues which reſult from a well regulated 

Self-government,—A regard to Propriety, by 


(a) Heb. xii. 1. (6) Matt. vi. 6. (e) Luke vi. 12: 


4) Gal. v. 20, 22. 
ä tending 
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tending to invalidate the Force of vicious 


Paſſions, will lay the Mind open to the ſa- 
lutary Influence of virtuous Affections, and 
promote a laudable Exertion of them, by in- 
variably adhering to the Dictates of Tempe- 
rance. 

« If we take Heed unto cures (2), 
agreeable to St. Paul's expreſs Direction, we 
ſhall be fo far from tranſgreſing the Bounds 
of Temperance (b), that we ſhall be exem- 
plary in it; ſo far from violating Juſtice, 
or doing any Thing hard and rigorous, that 


we ſhall yield ſomething of our undoubted 


Right (c); ſo far from being guilty of 
Impropriety, that we ſhall keep at a Diſtance 


from every Thing liable to the Su/p:cron of 


it. 
vity of Carriage, unbecoming our Function, 


So far from expoſing ourſelves by a Le- 


that we ſhall rather lean to the ſafer Extreme 
of Gravity and Reſerve (d). It may be ne- 
ceſſary ſometimes, that we abſtain from 
Things perfectly indifferent in their own Na- 

ture, when doing otherwiſe, would offend 

our weak Brother (e). deſtroy our In- 
fluence——and een our Power of doing 


The Apoſtle ranks Temperance (F) a- 
mongſt the moſt virtuous Ornaments of hu- 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 16. (6) Prov. xxiii. 31. (e) Rom. xii. 17. 
(4) Si in alter- utro peccandum ſit, malim videri nimis 

« timidus quam parum prudens.” Cc. pro Marcello. 
(e) i . vili. 11. (J) Galat. v. 23. | | 

| man. 
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man Nature; and it was his nervous Reaſon- 
ing upon it (5), that excited Terrors in the 
Breaſt of the guilty Governor, He ſeems 
to be wrought up to a peculiar Pitch of Zeal, 
and, as it were, fir'd with Indignation, ken 
he declaims againſt thoſe Senſualiſts, ce whole 
God isthe ir Belly (c); — who are 
<« given to Appetite (d) ;*———* who love 
< to fare ſumptuouſly (2);'—who have a 
Taſle for what they eat, —and what they 
drink, « and make Proviſion for the 
« F leſh accordingly (F).“ 

Is this taking Pattern after the greateſt 
Prophet the World ever knew (g), next to 


our Lord (5), who beyond any other ſacred 


Writer, inveighs— againſt living deli- 

cately.— Was not he remarkd for the 
Simplicity of his Diet (i). for practiſing 
Self- Denial (&) and for making it his 
Choice 

Diſciples requeſted him to teach them how 
to Pray (/). Unqueſtionably this was His 
Inſtruction. Pray for Temperance (m), and 
thoſe Virtues which are ever attendant upon 
it—that the Giver of all good Gifts would 


fortify you with his Grace, to oo from 


(5) Ads xxiv. IC. (e) Phil. iii. 19. (4) Prov, 
xxiii. 2. (e) Labs: xvi. 19. (J) Rem. xiii. 14. 
g) Luke vii. 25. ( Matt. xi. 11. [i) Matt. iii. 4. 


5 (#) Col. ii. 5. (1). Luke xi. 1. (]) Janes i. 
| - all 


to mortify the Appetites. His 
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ſuitable Regard; 
Perſonage, 8 uo more than what was 
meet and convenient. But was it reaſona- 


ble———that ſhe ſhould © leave the Word 
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all fleſhly Luſts which war againſt the Soul 
(a)——dDnfpire them with thoſe Graces, of 
which he Bimſelf exhibited ſo complete a 
Model ſo perfect a Pattern. 

Again— I would aſk— Is this taking 
Pattern after our Great Maſter Did not he 
reprove (6) Martha for this very Circum- 
Rance? i. e. making Proviſion for the 
« Fleſh;”—when ſhe thought ſhe was in the 
Way of her Duty——ſhewing a decent and 
and for ſo reſpectable a 


t of God, to ſerve Tables (c)?“ Obſerve! 


He, Who gave this Rebuke, was himſelf— 
„ Temperate in all Things (4);“ therefore 

with the greater Weight Fra the Injunction 0 
come from Him to the Multitude | 


«© Take heed that you over-charge not your 
« Hearts (e).“ Surely, if our Divine 


Teacher has fo far indulg'd the Cravings of 
our Nature, as not to enjoin that Faſting 


F) which he practis'd, he at leaſt expects 


| we ſhould be ab/emious; becauſe by this we 
ſhall grow in Grace, make Improvements 


in N * N crucify the old 


(a) 1 Peter i . 65 Lot x. 41. (e) Aas ws, | 
(4) 1- Cor. ix. _ | 01 Luke xxi. 34. ( Matt. iv. 2. 


Man 


- 
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Man with its Affections and Luſts (a), and 
keep the Paſſions under Subjection (6). 
Man is endu'd with a moral Principle— 
a Principle of Reflection, tending to reſtrain 
inordinate Diſpoſitions. The Temptations 
of Life (c), are deſign'd to give him Oppor- 
tunities of exerting this Principle—of acting 
with Moral Attention to his Conduct to 
ſtrengthen the Faculty of Reflexion and 
improve a Habit of Self- Government. Cer- 
tain it is, through the whole Tenor of our 
Lives, that happy Mean pointed out by the 
Roman Poet (d), ſhould be ſtrictly attended 
to. 1 ES, . Fe 
To be Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lo- 
vers of God (e), is an Imputation very ill be- 
coming Chriſtians in general, but reflects a 
peculiar Degree of Infamy on the Prięſt- 
b (F). The Nature of whoſe Profeſſion 


(a) Col. iii. 9. (5) 1 Cor. ix. 27. (e) James i. 2. 

(d) Eſt modus, &c. Hox. Virtue is a Mean. Pops. 

fo) 2 Ton Ib 4.5 | 

(J) The Canon Law prohibited the Clergy from Hunting. 
Nolim 0s venationibus nolim equorum curſibus—— 
nolim intempeſtivis conviviis, aleæque jactationi, deditos eſſe. 
Me quidem ſi audire velint, id agant, ut non voluptatem an- 
quirere, ſed in eam caſu potiùs, & fortuitò incidiſſe videantur. 

O quam pudet fateri, (ſed quam magis pudendum 
eſſet negare) nimiùm yoluptatibus dediti ſumus, hujus ſæculi 
amore flagrantes,—nimium civilibus rebus gerendis, quam 
eceleſiæ curæ, quz quotidie ſolicitudinem noſtram flagitat, 
imprimis oportuit nos operam dare. 5 

Pzarce Concio ad Cler um. 


D 2 in- 


indiſpenſibly requires them to be- 
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Tem 
perate in all Things (a). But let it not be 


imagin'd from hence——we ſhould run into 


the other Extreme ;—whilſt we ſtudiouſly 


avoid thoſe unbecoming Levities on the one 


Hand, -which derogate from the Dignity of 
the Sacred Order—let us not adopt that 
cynical Auſterity on the other, which pre- 


cludes a generous Exertion of the ſocial 


Virtues. 
Let it be ber d, that He who was 
tae Pattern of Perfection (b),—poſſeſt of 
every Virtne which adorns, —and exempt 
from every Vice which diſgraces Human 
Nature, was ſometimes in the Houſe of Feaſt- 
ing (c)——though ner © in the Garden 
* hart LEE: in Solitude and in Retire- 
ment, Alter pately diſcharging private Du- 
ties, and exerciſing the ſocial Virtues. Un- 
queſtionably, innocent Recreations are oc- 
caſionally requiſite, to relax the Mind from 
intenſe Application, that it may return to its 
Studies with renewed Ardor. _ 
This is what a 2% Man (e) muſt approve 
and what a holy one cannot con- 


Of — 


demn.— But there i is a a Moderation neceſſary 


(a) 1 Cor. ix. . | 00 1 Per. AR: 19 Jobs ii. 
(4) John xvili. | os | 
le) „ Placida gravitate ſeverus.” 


8 PARK CIALIs. 
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to be obſerv'd in the Enjoyment of the moſt 
innocent Pleaſures ;—we mult ſet certain Li- 


mits and Bounds— and determine: 
therto will I g0—but no further (a). 
Theſe Rules of Temperance are requiſite to 
regulate our Paſſions, (for ſurely ** they 
e ought to be held with Bit and Bridle (b)“) 
leſt we inadvertently fall into that D:/ipatron 
of Thought, which renders the intellectual 
Faculties unfit for rational Purſuits, and ſa- 
cred Contemplations | 
Having thus recommended a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of theſe ſalutary Maxims of Tem- 
Perance (c), which the Apoſtle ſo earneſtly en- 
Joins and fo warmly enforces, I propos d 
in the next Place to point out the Expedi- 
ency of 


Hi- . 


III. ASS IDU I T Y (4), 


in order to a proper Diſcharge of thoſe 
important Duties, attendant on the ſacred 
WR 
It is with the greateſt Propriety that the 
Prophet terms the Miniſter of God's Word 
a Watchman (e); an Appellation, that denotes 
the moſt unwearied Vigilance———greateft 
Care, Concern, and 3 Implying, 


(a) _ xxxviii. 11. (6) P/. xxxii (c) Add. xxiv. 25. 
(4) 2 Tim. iv. 5. (e) Exel. iii. 17, 


that 


. . So nem 5 > nn — 
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that his Fears are always awake to avert. 
every impending Danger; to ſuggeſt ſea- 
ſonable and uſeful Cautions, to thoſe of 
whom he hath the Overſight; to e 
every Temptation that may ſteal upon them 


unawares, and rob them of their Innocence. 


His Station is that of the Good Shepherd (6b), 
who in the moſt emphatical Sek of that 
Word—careth for his Sheep feeds his 


Flock —gathers the Lambs under his Arms 


(c); 


goes before them to Paſture and 


when he ſeeth the Wolf coming, ſcreens and 
protects them. In what lively Colours doth 


the Hiſtorian paint the unremitting Vigilance 


of Jacob over his Uncle's Herds (d). — In 


the Day Time the Drought conſum'd him 


the Froſt by Night—and Sleep departed 
from his Eyes. He watched the Flock 
of Laban with inceſſant Care, that the Ene- 


my might have no Advantage over them 


nor the Wolf approach to hurt them; — to 
guard them from the Thief who cometh to 
teal——to kill — and to deſtroy (e). 
Certainly then a ſpiritual Paſtor 
1 not to perform the Work of the Lord 
negligently; he is equally call'd upon. — 
Only obſerve one very material Difference 
8 much more excellent is Man, than 


ihe Beaſts which periſh (f )! 


la). Bel. xkxiii. 7. (b) John x. (e Tai, xl. 11. 
** 2 xxxi. pou 7 (e) John x. 10. /] Of xlix. | 
LR 1 There- 
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Therefore ſhould be exert the moſt un- 
wearied Efforts, as he cannot poſſibly have 
upon his Hands, a Concern of greater Im- 
portance.— His Office, is to declare unto 


Men (what the Apoſtle emphatically terms) 
« the whole Coumſel of God (a). ——-hide 
nothing from them, which it is - Duty to 
reveal, and their Intereſt to know to re- 
claim the Vicious (5)——intimidate' the In- 
corrigible confirm the Wavering () 
animate the Deſponding——enlighten the 


Ignorant—and admoniſh the Miſtaken (a) 5 


Me are Stewards of God's Myſteries,. 

and we cannot approve ourſelves ſuob, ex- 
cept we be found Faithful. We ſtand 

between Gd and the People, and when 


they (through Ignorance, or Inadvertency,— | 


the Iniquity of the Times, or the Depra- 
-vity of their Nature, the Force of Cuſ- 


tom, or the Surpriſe of a Temptation, ) 
fall from their oοñl Steadfafineſs—it is our 


Parts to forewarn them of the Rocks and 
Quickſands, leſt they ſuffer Shipwreck (e). 


The Apoſtle ſeems to have had an Eye 


to this awful and ſolemn Charge, with re- 
gard to his own Deportment. He not 
only pointed out to them what Meaſures to 
purſue, and imprinted the Duty on their 


(a) Ad xx. 27. (5) Janes v. 20. (e) 2 Cor. v. 11. 
% Ker viii. 35. (e Aiixx-20. G. 


Con- 


—— 


— — — 


. 
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Conſciences (a) but he alſo warned 


them (for that is the very Word the Apoſtle 


uſes to the Church at Epheſus) that they 
might never ſwerve, deviate, nor depart 
from it. He admoniſhed them Night 


c and Day with Tears (b); the Expreſ- 


ſion is 
which implies an inflexible Steadineſs 


5 He did not ceaſe to warn; — 


Conſtancy and Perſeverance therein, which 


would not be repuls'd at any Unconcern or 


Neglect they could ſhew. He gave them 
(as the Prophet ſpeaks) Precept upon Pre- 


cept Line upon Line; inculcated his Ad- 


vice at all Times in all Places—on all 
Circumſtances. and Occaſions, and enforc'd 
his Cautions with the moſt . prevalent Rea- 
ſons, and the moſt powerful Arguments, 
agreeable to the Pattern of his Great Maſter. 
There are indeed ſuch numberleſs Occa- 
ſions which'call upon us to warn them that 
are unruly (c), to admoniſh them——that 
walk diſorderly; to ſtand at their Right- 
Hand, and guide them into the Way of 


Truth (4), that who is ſufficient for the 


Charge (e)? How large is the Duty——how 
important the Commiſſion——how exten- 


| five the Branches (/), and proportionably— 
how warm ſhould be our Zeal 


how 1 in- 


(a) Ads xx. 27. (5) Ad xx. 31. (c) 2 75%, iii. 11. 


(%) Luke i. 79. (e) 2 Cor. ii. 16. (J] 2 Cor. vii. 11. 


7 : tenſe 
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tenſe our Application——how indefatigable 
our Induſtry—with what Fervency—with 
what Ardour—with what Diligence, ſhould 
we labour to poſſeſs our Flock with a juſt 
Abhorrence of Vice—a laudable Emulation 
in purſuit of Virtue, and an inviolable At- 


tachment to the Intereſts of Religion- 
Trath—and Morality (a).  ©®. 
Theſe. Points are no where ſo well en- 
forc'd, as in thoſe excellent and inimitable 
Epiſtles of St. Paul to Timothy and Titus. In 
theſe admirable Compoſitions, he animates 
the young Diſciples, (from his own Example, 
and the great Motives of Chriſtianity) to 
the moſt vigorous and reſolute Diſcharge of 
the miniſterial Office (5). © Give (c) At- 
<« tendance (ſays he) to Reading—to Ex- 
* hortation to Doctrine. Preach the 
6 Word” —*< be inſtant in Seaſon out of 
5 Seaſon——reprove-—rebuke—exhort— 


: i 
— 


Fo 


(a) 2 Cor. vi. 3, 4 . | 

(5) © Certe in hoc, (res enim. non Ae el, fed n nimirum 
« omnium maxima) totum animum——curam operam 
"= —diligentiamque ſedulo nos ponere oportet——(omni- 
c bus cæteris curis expediti) quicquid in nobis eſt ſtudii, 
„ confilii——ingeniz, quantum auctoritate fide 
&« conſtantia poſſumus, omni vitæ induſtria,. & vigilandi 
labore —id omne hoc officium, defiderat—poltulat—& ſuo 
« jure flagitat; quantum alii tribuunt voluptatibus—epulis— 
„& ad ipſam requiem animi & corporis, tantum nos ad 
% Bec Sindia recolenda -ad e rem conficiendam ſumere 
„ debemus. 


LN ie. OR Ar. SELECT. 


E c with 


6 Tim. iv. 2 
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« with all Long- Suffering and Doctrine — 
«© watch thereunto with all Perſeverance.” _ 
In this Place, I am naturally led to ob- 
ſerve, that a diligent Diſcharge of our Duty, 
might, by the Divine Bleſſing, happily tend to 
check the Progreſs of thoſe (a) enthuſiaſtic 
Sectaries (5), whoſe Prevalence at this Junc- 
ture, muſt deeply affect every true Chriſ- 
tian — every fincere Patriot, who feels for 
the Intereſt of Religion and Virtue, 
I cannot indeed reflect, without a Mixture 
of Indignation and Concern, on the perni- 
cious Influence of the abſurd Tenets of mo- 
dern Enthuſiaſts, (c) perverting to ſiniſter Ends 
that benevolent Toleration, which characte- 


riſes the Land of Liberty; who, under a 


ſpecious Pretext of ſaperior Santity, ſpare 
not the Flock, © lead Captive the Weak and 
“ Unguarded,” —* and thereout ſuck no 
& ſmall Advantage (d).“ 8 

What an Indignity is offer'd to thoſe who 
wait at the Altar, and are'train'd up in a re- 
gular Diſcipline, that *** theſe Hirelings, 


(a) 2 Peter ii. 1. Naß 1100 | | 
(5) See a ſeaſonable Antidote againſt this reigning Evil, 
entitl'd——The Doc TIN E or GRacs, wherein the ab- 


ſurd Tenets— Principle. and Practices of theſe modern 
Deceivers, are ſet in a juſt Light, and expos'd with equal 
Energy and Precifion, by the maſterly Pen of the Biſbop of 
| Gloucefter, whoſe Name as a Writer, is ſo ewell known, as 
to ſuperſede any Encomiums on the Merit of this Work. 

() Ads xx. 29. (a) Eſ. Ixxiii. 1o. 


« who 


ay 
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ce who climb up into the Sheepfold (a),“ 
ſhould ſeduce the Aﬀections of on Audi- 
ence, from thoſe who enter in by the Door ! 
Surely, it muſt ſenſibly affect a contem- 
plative Mind, a free and rational Enquirer, 
when he conſiders: that theſe frantic Sec- 
taries entirely lay themſelves out to Seiler 
the Imaginations of ſome, — to fame the 
Paſſions of others,- and in that State of 
Things, to ſpread Diſorder and Diſturbance 
throughout the whole Community (5). _ 
As the celebrated Roman Orator, enqui- 
ring into the Cauſes of thoſe ſeditious Con- 
ſpiracies, and factious Diviſions, which ſhook 
the Roman Republic, aſſigns the Remiſſneſi 
and Negligence of the Conſuls, as a principal 
Cauſe of thoſe inteſtine Commotions (c); ſo 
when we are aſtoniſh'd at the rapid Progreſs 
of Infidelity on the one Hand, and Enthu- 
fiaſm on the other, may we not with equal 
Propriety, (if we trace Effects from their firſt 
Cauſe) accuſe (4) ourſelves of being want- 
ing in our Duty, and that from hence origi- 
nally ariſes the Succeſ of our Adverſaries. 
Remember !- It was „ whilſt Men 
« /lept, that the Enemy ſow'd the Tares (e).“ 


(a) John x. 1. (b) Ads xvii. 6. 
(e) © Nos (dico aperte) a0 conſules deſumus. Jam me 


ipſum inertiz nequitizque condemno.” 
Cre. in L. CaTILIN. 


4) Ja. lviii. 1. (e) Matt. xiii. 25. 
* 75 It, 
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TI, in every Point we act up to the Dig- 


nity (a) of our Profeflion——inviolably, ad- 
here to the Rules of- Propriety and Tempe- 
rance: If, we are indefatigably diligent and 
afſiduous in a faithful and vigorous Diſ- 
charge of every Branch of our Duty, we 
Love as Brethren (5), and difplay our Mo- 
deration unto all Men ;-—<© what meaneth 
ce this Bleating of the Sheep in mine Ears— 
e and the Lowing of the Oxen which I 
«© hear (c)?“ What meaneth the alarm- 
ing Progreſs of Athei/m and Immorality on the 
one Hand Superſtition and Enthufiaſmonthe 


other: What meaneth the daily Aſper ſions 


caſt on the ſacred Character what meaneth 


the Voice of Obloquy, and the invidiousSug- 
geſtions of Malevolence ?— Certainly! if we 
do not give Occafion to theſe Reproaches by our 
Miſcondu#(d);—the Tongue of the Slanderer 
would be ſtruck dumb (e), the Virulence of 
Satire would loſe its Poignancy and the 
Aſperſions of Calumny would be retorted on 


the Accuſers——being equally void of Truth, 


and deſtitute of Candour.— The oblique In- 
ſinuations of rancorous Animoſity would be 
countenanc'd by zhoſe alone, who ſee through 
the Medium of Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice; 


and the ſacred Order would be rever'd by all 
thoſe, whoſe Approbation and Reſpect does 


(a) 1 Te. iv. 12. (%) Eple/. iv. 32. (e) 1 Sam. xv. 14. 
() 1 Cor. x. 32. (e) Titus li. 8. p 
I Honour 
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Honour to the Perſons on whom it is con- 
ferr'd. N 

Adverſaties of Penetration, are ſure to at- 
tack us always on the weakeſt Side. I think 
myſelf therefore bound in the Character of a 
Watchman (a), to warn my Brethren to be 
upon their Guard, that, if poſſible, they 
may elude the inſidious W of every 
malevolent Accuſer. 

Lou cannot but have obſerv'd, in the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, the exemplary Piety and 
Virtue of the Profeſſors of that Religion, 
tended as much to the Promotion of its 
Principles, as their ſuperior Abilities. The 
Integrity and Purity of their Manners, gain'd 
them ſo high a Degree of Veneration and 
Eſteem, as naturally engag'd the Affections 
of the Laity; they rever'd their Lives, — 
and in Conſequence of that, they embrac'd 
their Opinions (6). 

If thoſe of a falſe Religies compaſs Sea 
and Land to gain a Proſelyte (c),—lſurely 
we, who profeſs the rue Principles of Chriſ- 
tianity, ought not to permit the Flock to 
wander, for lack of dividing Meat to them 
in due Seaſon (4);—ought we not rather to 
e call our own Sheep by Name (e), and 


| (a) Exek. iii. 17. chap. xxxiii. > OO (6) PF. xvi. 3: 
tc) Matt. xxiii. N 4 Fi. civ. 27. ( John x. 3. 


« lead 
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Hands, we may with Alacrity anſwer 
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« lead them out to Paſture;“ that, at 


the laſt Day, when the Souls, of thoſe com- 
mitted to our Charge, are required at our 


% Of thoſe whom thou gaveſt me, I liars 
ce 79ſt none (a).”——The Apoſtle affects, that 
the Embaſſadors of Chriſt, the Stewards 
of the Myſteries of God, givean Ac- 
count in the Day of Judgment, of the Souls 
committed to their Charge (5).———Surely 
this is an awful Conſideration ; /o awful, that 
the ancient Fathers (particularly St. Auſtin 
(e), and St. Chry/o/fom) have expreſt the 


deepeſt Senſe of its Weight and Importance. 


The latter ſays, It caus'd a kind of 
Commotion within him, when he reflected on 
that Aſſertion of the Apoſtle before quoted: 
Certainly nothing ought to interfere, or ſtand ' 
in Competition with this momentous Con- 
cern. We ought to diveſt curſelves of a// 
ambitious Views—aſpire at no Power, but 
that of gaining a Conqueſt over ourſelves, 
and our Paſſions, Diſengag'd from all 


meaner Purſuits, regardleſs of all lower Ad- 


vantages, that tend to oH ruct our great De- 
ſign of glorifying God upon Earth, and 


(a) John xvii. 12. (5) Heb. xiii, 17. 
(e) © Si pro /e wnuſquiſque vix poterit in die judicii a- 
© tionem reddere, quid de facerdotibus futurum eſt, a qui- 


% bus ſunt ommum anime requirendæ.“ 


finiſhing 
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finiſhing the Work which he hath given us 
to do (a). 6 

Every Reflection concurs, to prove the Ex- 
pediency of a vigorous Aſiduity, and an in- 
tenſe Application, in order to a proper Diſ- 
charge of the great and important Duties at- 
tendant on the ſacred Function; yet this 
Virtue, as well as every other Qualification, 
would be inſufficient to ſecure the Eſteem 
due to our Character, unleſs . 
with. 


IV. CAN DO UR. 


That univerſal Charity, which is the Life and 
Eſſence of Religion,. — that Meeteneſs, which 
is the Fruit of the Spirit (67. 

This benign Temper of Mind, and gene- 
ral Philanthropy. of Diſpoſition, peculiarly 
characteriſes the Chriſtian Religion ;—it is 
the Goſpel of Peace (c), its End is Cha- 
rity (d), ——its Spirit Moderation (e) Its 
Deſign, to root out all ſelfiſh Paſſions 
operating Principles—and illiberal Preju- 
dices (); to ſow the. Seeds of Peace, 
Love, Unanimity, and Forbearance. _ 
If ſuch be the real Nature and Tendency of 

* (as it certainly is) ſurely the 


(ga) John xvii. 4, 10. (5) Gal. v. 22. (e) Rom. x. ts. 
05 N (e) Luke ix. 55. (F) Epheſ, iv. 31. 


Teachers 
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Teachers and Promoters of this Religion, 


ought to be more eſpecially inſpir d with 
theſe amiable Sentiments, and (as the 


Apoſtle expreſſes it) © to put on this Bond. 


« of Perfecineſs (a). 
In what lively Colours 'doth the Apoſtle : 
paint 2% Virtue (6), —its happy Effects on 
our Conduct, and the ſalutary Influence, which 
it diffuſes on the whole Tenour of our Lives. 
Whilſt orher Attainments puff up, it is the pe- 
culiar Property of this to edify;—and, with- 
out Controverſy, a becoming Modeſty (c), an 
unaffected Humility of Deportment, —and 
a D:fidence of our own Abilities, —tends 
more to inſure the Reſpect due to our Cha- 
racter, than pompous Parade——Self-ſuf- 
ficiency, and ſupercilious Haughtineſs (d). 
Candbur is the Characteèriſtic of polite Li- 
terature, one great End of which is to enlarge 
and improve the Mind, and to remove all 


cContracted Views. 


We ought to look on all Mankind as our 
Brethren—as Children of the' ſame great Pa- 
rent (eg), ——as Partakers of the ſame Na- 
ture——as Followers of the ſame great Leader 
——all equally liable to the Jug” Errors and 


(a) Coloff. wi. 14. (b) 1 Cor. xiii. 


(e) «© Pudor decorus 


«© Dejecto tacitos comitatur lumine greſſus.“ 
SACERDOS Par ECIALIS R. 


(4) 3 John qth verſe. le) Adds xiv. 1 5 
6 | | In- 
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Inadvertencies—and equally ſubject to the 
fame Paſhons (a). 
It is one diſtinguiſhing Criterion of the 
Man of God to be meek (b)——gentle to all 
in Love forbearing one another—in 
every thing adorning the Doctrine of him, 
whoſe he is, and whom he ſerves (c)“ ſhin- 
ing as a Light in the World (d) — ſetting 
himſelf as an Example, and in nothing more 
than in Marks of Candour and Moderation, 
towards ſuch as may happen to differ in 
Opinion and Sentiment (e) to ſmite friend- 
ly (F)—and admoniſh as a Brother —look- 
ing on perſonal Invectives, and controverſial 
Virulence, as alike beneath the Religion he 
explains, and the Faith he profeſſeth. 
The great End of Science is at once de- 
feated, when Perſons of polite Erudition de- 
ſcend to invidious Altercations, and perſonal 
Reflections; which as they cannot tend to ela- 
cidate, ſo neither have they any Connection 
with literary Controverſies, leaſt of all in re- 
ligious Diſputes where the Wrath of 
Man cannot be ſuppoſed to work the Righ- 
ce teouſneſs of God (g).“ 
A Spirit of bitter Zeal ſprings not from 
Religion, nor from the Office of the Teachers 
of Religion—but from a Corruption of both 


| (a) Acts. xiv. 1 I. 10 | Tim. ii. 24. (c) Acts xxvii. 23. 
(4) Titus ii. 10. (e) Titus iii. 2. (F) Hull. exli. 5. 


E) Janes i. 20. 
13 


2 
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— Corruption to which human Nature is 


ſo prone, that it requires the greateſt Vigi- 
lance to preſerve ourſelves from its Infection. 
Invectives, Wit, and Satire may, perhaps, 
give Pleaſure to ſome Sort of Readers, but 
contribute nothing to the Eſtabliſhment of 
Truth, which is never ſeen through the 
Heat of Zeal, or diſcovered by the Viru- 
lence of Declamation.——A Perſon is unfit 
for the Inveſtigation of Truth, whilſt he 
ſuffers his Paffions to get the Aſcendency 
over his Reaſon. _ | 

It is a calm and compoſed Temper of Mind, | 
that is the fitteſt to ſearch out the Root of | 
te the Matter (a). 

Are you convinced; that the 8 you i 
defend is conſonant to Reaſon and Scripture? 
The Weapons of Truth ccd no Auxiliaries 
o ſtudied Diſguiſes.—It is the Property 
of Truth to ſtand forth to view “ naked, 
e but not aſhamed (b).—If improper Arms 
are uſed, they ſerve only to envalidate its 


Force. 


Hath a Man Reaſon on his Side 8 

would he have more ? 

Why then doth he fly out into Paſſion ? 
which, as it gives no Strength to a bad Ar- 
gument, ſo neither is it any Grace or Advan- 
tage to a good one. . 

(a) Fob xix. 28. {3) Gen, ii. . 
6 : How 
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How forcible are right Words ; but what 
doth Virulence avail (a?? 

REY and Infidels have often 7 
plained, (and (5) often indeed have had ju 
Reaſon to complain) that the Clergy, in their 
polemical Writings, have ſhewn a great deal 
of Bitterneſs and Malignity of Temper; and 
that the Miniſter of the 65% ofpel doth not as he 
ought to do, en in the Spirit (c) of” the 
«Goſpel (d).“ Obſerve! va the Archan- 
gel contended with Satan—he migbi have 
brought againſt him a railing © Actuſation.” 
I faid—he might have done ſo.—l. recal 
that Word—he could not—it was contrary to 
his Nature —it was derogatory from his Dig- 
nity—it was inconſiſtent with his Charade, 
and e the Spirit by which he ſpoke,” Jude 
Ver. 9. 

In controverſial Diſputes; the Combatants 
ſhould ever preſerve an Equarimity of Temper 
—the meek and candid Chriſtian ſhould ne- 
ver be loſt in the Diſputer of this World (e) 
—ſhould never be betrayed into any Aſperi- 
ty of Expreflion—any railing Accuſation 
any perſonal Reflections any miſbecoming 
BG wed thoſe Sallies of Paſſion which 


(a) Fob. vi. as” 
** Grave diftu quidem, ſed dicendum tamen.“ Cie. 
by x Gal. v. 22, | 
(4) % Pudet hæc opprobria nobis,“ &c. Hor. 


(e) 1 Cor. i. 20. 


1 cauſe 


K. 
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cauſe Men to ſhoot out their Arrows even 
bitter Words (a). Cool, —calm,—and com- 
poſed, the Combatant ſhould forget the Man, 
whilſt he is animadverting upon the Miiter, 
——ſhould attack the erroneous Opinions 
with ſolid Reaſoning and diſpaſſionate En- 
quiry, and by a happy Declenſion of his Ad- 
verſary's Force, and foiling him frequently 
with his own Weapons, he ſhould confute 


him without Anger — and conquer him with- 


out Triumph (5). We lament it as an Unhap- 
pineſs attendant upon the Clergy, that in- 
ſtead of meeting with double Honour (c) (as 
the Apoſtle expreſſes it) on Account of their 
Function, they are, by the Generality of 
Mankind, lightly regarded. | 
. Shall I aflign a Reaſon for it? tis plainly 
this. | os 
The. Clergy uſe one another 

What elſe, but theſe perſonal Altercations, 
can be aſſigned as a principal Source of that 
Contempt of the Order, ſo loudly and ſo long 
complained of. ——The Laity will not loox 
upon us as the Miniſters of God, becauſe 
they ſee in us the Imperfections of Men. 
_ Certainly! the Way to be ſcreened from 
the Blaſt of Obloquy, is for ourfſelves to walk 


in the Houle of God as Friends (d), as be- 


(a) P/al. Ixiv. 3. | 
(6) © Parcere perſonis, dicere de vitiis. MazrT. 


0M 07. v, £7. (4) Pfal. lv. 


cometh 
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cometh the Servants of the Lord, who was 
not to be found in the formy Wind—nor in 
the Earthquake——nor in the Fire (a). 

We know, what an Inclination and natu- 
ral Propen/ity there is in the World, to rejoice 
greatly at every little Slip there there — 
ſo would we have it (5). This ſhould teach us 
© Caution and Circumſpection, to take heed 
unto ourſelves. The united and vigorous 
Efforts of our Enemies, ſhould inſpire us 
with a Spirit of Union and Zeal in the Sup- 
port of one another; and certainly, if Mi- 
niſters would act up to the Dignity of their 
Character, they might ſo confute Calumny 
by their Conduct, as to verify that emphati- 


cal Expreſſion of the Apoſtle, 


Let no Man deſpiſe thee (c). 


This leads me (in the Cloſe of this Tract) 
to ſuggeſt a few candid Hints touching the 
Influence of Example, having already treat- 
ed of the principal Means, to ſcreen the ſa- 
cred Order from Contempt, and to regulate 
the Conduct of the Clergy.—lt is univer- 
ſally allowed, that an Uniformity of Life 
and Manners, is the beſt Comment on the 
Precepts and Doctrine of the Clergy (d). — 
a > xo The 

(a) 1 Kings xix. 11. (b). P/al. Ixx. 3. (c) Titus il. 15. 
(4) © Fuit, Fuit illud Tempus (quod quantum Cupio, Tan- 

= tum deſpero pofle revocari) quùm Chriſtiani Paſtoris Moyes, 
| optima 
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TheGraces of Oratory—the fineſt Flowers of 
Rhetoric—the Force of Elocution Joſe their 
Influence, unleſs accompanied with the ſtill 
ſmall Voice (2) of good Example (5).— 
Unleſs a lively Pattern of the Truths Ave 
ed to others, ſhine forth in the Conduct of 
the Preacher (c). It is this, that with a ſilent, 
yet irreſiſtible Force, commands, at the fatne 
time, that it, as it were, engages univerſal. 
Regard, whilſt it appears not to claim it, and 
diſplays the Beauty of (4) Holineſs more pow- 
erfully than a — Arguments. What 
Weight and Authority does it add to the In- 


ſtructions of the Clergyman, whilſt the Au- 


dience have it in their Power to ſay,- 
* Our Miniſter does not enter into the Pul- 

« pit, as an Actor upon the Stage. — to per- 
ce fonate a Part, —a feigned Character, and 
« forget his real one to utter Sentiments, or 


* repreſent Paſſions ot his own.” 


No, HE paints the ſeveral Virtues with a 
maſterly Hand, in their moſt juſt Proporti- 


«« optima eſſent ejus Do#rine explicatio. —Sed (ſine gemita 
« hoc diei non poteſt)—preterierunt iſta feliciora tempora,— 
te aliudeſt exortum ſeculum—aliud vitæ regimen, —alii mo- 
5 700; PEARSE Concio. 
(2) Dum tacet, clamat.“ Cc. in Catilin. 
(b) 1 Kings xix. 12. 
(c) © Hæc Duo habeat Commune Vinculum, & quaſi Cog- 


* natione quadam, inter Se continentur. Ruere non poteſt 


15 Unum, quin alterum n labefactatum moto concidet.“ 
C1c. pro Arch. F. 


(4) P/al. xcvi. . 
ons, 
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ons, and amiable Colours——and no wonder ! 
hen he paints them from their living 
and beautiful Originals in His own Breaſt, — 
He warmly recommends, becauſe he warm- 
ly loves them. — He exclaims againſt the con- 
trary, Vices with an honeſt Indignation and 
becoming Boldneſs——becauſe he deteſts, and 
is conſcious that he dete/ts them. — He him- 
ſelf feels, and therefore © he ſpeaks as one 
ce having Authority:“ What he ſpeaks hath 
an inward and vital Senſe of the Truths he 
delivers and therefore, he ſo harangues, as 
to make others feel them too. Ie ſpeaks 
from his own Heart, —and to the Hearts and 
Conſciences of his Audience, and therefore 
he prevails. He ſhews that his Doctrine is 
not merely ſpeculative, by tranſplanting it 
into the Courſe f bis own Practice and 
by diſplaying the Amrableneſs of Religion and 

Virtue in his ewn Conduct, He makes others 


enamoured with it too, ſo that they, as it 


were, imperceptibly proceed from ſeeing to 


approving, and from approving to imi- 


tating.— How tranſient, is the Eyect of Orato- 
Ty /————the Impreſſion of it, like the Morn- 
ing Cloud-—like the early Dew—it © paſles' 
away (4).”——But, a well-regulated and 
exemplary Life, is a continual Sermon——it 


is a Habit——not a tranſient Act (b) and 
(a) Hoſea xiii. 3. 0) Janes iv. 14. 
| | tends 
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cuity of Expreſſion, 
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tends more to work upon the Vicious, and to 
reclaim their Manners, than the fineſt Flow- 
ers of Rhetoric the ſtrongeſt Eloquence, 
or pathetic Perſuaſion. Theſe Reflections, on 
the prevalent Force of Example, ſhew the 
admirable Propriety of St. Pauls Admoni- 


Take heed unto thyſelf (a). 


Many excellent Things are ſpoken of the 
Writings of this Apoſtle. ——There is a cer- 
tain majeſtic Dignity of Sentiment, temper- 
ed with an unaffected Preciſion and Perſpi- 
—ſo that we may 
compare him to the celebrated Pliny, ſo diſ- 


tinguiſhed for his Excellence in epiſtolary 


Writing,——The latter may indeed be more 
pointed, refined, and elaborate; but in the 


Writings of the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, there 


is (if I may be allowed the Expreſſion) that 
happy Negligence and natural Simplicity, 
which peculiarly characteriſes a Branch of 
Literature, in which Art ſhould never want 


Eaſe, nor Elegance loſe Sight of Nature. 


St. Pauls Writings in general are deſer- 
vedly admired by all competent Judges. 

There is ſcarce a ſingle Figure, belonging to 
the moſt perfect Oratory, which has not 
been adopted (b) by him, with the greateſt 


Force and Beauty. There is an Impetuo- 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 16. 6) Ads xxvi. 27. 


ſity 
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ſity—a Vehemence in his Manner peculiar 
to himſelf, as an ingenious and learned Writer 
la) juſtly remarks, from what now and then 
accidentally flames out in the Fervour of his 
Reaſoning (5), it is very evident, that he had 
a ſtrong and clear Diſcernment, a ſuperior 


Genius,—a quick and lively Imagination, — 


an extenſive and intimate Acquaintance with 
thoſe Maſters in moral Painting, the Greek 
Sophiſts and Philoſophers. 


Certain it is, that none of St. Paul's Writ- 


ings are more inſtructive, than his two Epiſ- 


tles to Timothy. While he calls him-—his 


dearly beloved Son in the Lord (c)——he 
puts on all the Tenderneſs and Authority of 
a Father: 


cepts (4), he, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, en- 
forces a ſtrict and uniform Obſervance of 
theme” © es | 
Theſe Writings were of general Benefit in 
the ii Planting of the Church -e may 
conclude them of equal Benefit a they re- 
main //] in Force and have the ſame ſalu- 
tary Tendency; therefore they cannot be 700 
fen — nor too attentively read, — nor the Rules 
therein laid down, 700 ffrictly obſerved, by 
thoſe who have the ſacred Office in view, or 


(a) The Biſhop of Gloucefler. (5) 2 Cor: xi. 
< ſſo G are 


and at the ſame time, that he 
gives him a Set of the moſt excellent Pre- 
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are engaged in diſcharging the Duties of it. 


St. Paul ſtill ſpeaks to us in theſe E iſtles— 


Whatever was written (a) for his Son's Im- 
provement——was wrote for our Admoniti- 
on (5), and to ſhew what Manner of Per- 
ſons we ought to be in all holy Converſation 


and Godlineſs (c). 


Obſerve the ſolemn and awful Manner in 
which he uſhers in The Charge———and, to 
make the deeper Impreſſion, he repeats it in 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt emphatical Terms : 
* 5 charge thee, in the Met of the ele& 
te Angels, in the Preſence of Chri/t——and in 
* the Preſence of God, that thou ob/erve 
** theſe things (4); frequently to revolve 
theſe Precepts in thy Mind, remember it in 


thy Bed, and think upon it when thou art 


waking (e). Would you ponder this well— 
ponder it in the Deep of your Heart (7) 


it would ſtrengthen all your ſolemn Engage- 


ments remind you of your Profeſſion, 
your Character. —and your Duty, and be- 


come a kind of tacit Reproof for any Breach 


or Omiſſion of it; for there is no Circum- 
ſtance no Time — no Place, wherein we 
ought not to take heed unto ourſelves, in or- 
der to be an EXAMPLE (g). There is no 


Time, no Place no Circumſtance 
(a) Rom. xv. 4. (5) 1 Cor. x. 11. (e) Phil. iii. 20. 
(4) 1 Tim. v. 21—1 Tir. Vi. 12. (e) P/al. Ixii. 7. 
V Lade ii. 19. (2) Titus i ii. 7.—1 77m. iv. 12. 
| wherein 
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wherein this Precaution Take heed unto 
e yourſelves (a) is not efſentially neceſſary.— 
The beſt of us are not always armed the 
the w/e Virgins ſlept as well as the fooliſh (b) : 

There are unguarded Moments (c)——the 
Tempter lieth in Ambuſh (for-we are not ig- 
norant of his Devices) (d) waiting for the 
Opportunity of a Surprize——(even as a Li- 
on, lurketh he in his Den (e) to attack us 
at a Time when we 7hink not of i. and in 
an Hour that we are not aware of. There 
are ſome Sins that more egſily beſet () 
and when we fay to our Souls, Peace, Peace 
—then——and at that very Time, we'are 
ſuddenly beſteged-——ſtripped of all the Ar- 
mour in which we truſted (g), and fall a 
Prey either to the: Luſt of th Fleſh, the 
Luft of the Eye,-—or the Pride of Life (5). 
To be lulled into a vain and careleſs Security, 
(confiding in our imaginary Self- ſufficiency) 
is the moſt dangerous Situation we can poſ- 
fibly be in When we imagine that we 
are firong——poteni——and have need of no- 
thing (7),——it is then that we are naked, 
weak, and defenceleſs.—It is this miſtaken 
Reliance on our own Abilities, that gives the 
Enemy Advantage over us—and expoſes us 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 16. (6) Matt. xxv. 5. : (c) 2 Cor. xi. 14. 
' (4) 2 Cor. ii. 11. (8] Be 9; (J) Heb. xii. 1. 
(2) Luke xi. 22. (5) 1 John ii. 16. (7) Revel. iii. 17. 
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to the Force of Temptation,——But you will 
fay,—Neab © waſhed his Hands in Inno- 
& cency (a),“ when the whole Earth was 
6 filled with Violence (5).”—Lot pre- 
© ſerved himſelf blameleſs (c), amidſt a 
People laden with Iniquity. I admit it; 
but then remember on the other Hand 
the meekeſt Man (4) on the Face of the 
whole Earth, was once tranſported ſo far 
beyond himſelf as to ſpeak unadviſedly with 
his Lips (e), and the Man after God's own 
Heart, though he gained a complete Victory 
over one Paſſion (/), fell an unhappy Victim 
to others (g), — and was at once an Example 
of the Dignity and Weakneſs of Human Na- 
ture, 1 Sam. xxvi. 2 Sam. XXIV. 4. 

The Annals both of ſacred and prophane 


Hiſtory clearly prove, that the beſt and wiſeſt 


Men have need of Circumſpection, ſince 
(thro' the Frailty of our Nature) we cannot, 


without theſe prudent Precautions always 


ſtand upright. The Voice of Reaſon— the 
Admonitions of Scripture (4), ——and the 
Teſtimony of daily Experience, call loudly 
for theſe ſalutary Rules. Remember the Words 
of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, —*© what 


(a) Gen. vi. . (5) Gen. xix. (e) 2 Peter ii. 7. 
(a) Numb. xii. 3. (e) Pf. evi. 33. (F) 1 Sam. xxiv. 7. 


20 2 Cam. Xi. 9. (%)] 1 Cor. x. 11. 


cc 1 ſay 
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& I fay unto you, — 1 ſay unto alla, 


(a). The Precept concerns every Perſon, 


and therefore is addreſt to a//.——Obſerve |— 


the Manner in which this Admonition is 
given —implies a peculiar Force and Em- 
phaſis 
Place; — this Vigilance over ourſelves, is en- 
joined us as a Duty abſolutely incumbent 
upon us, to co-operate with our earneſt Pe- 
titions for the Divine Grace. — The Com- 
mand is watch and pray (5), which ſhews 
the great Expedieney of Circumſpection to 
guard our Innocence. 


In this Senſe ſurely——* our Strength is 


56 not to ſit ſtill (c),“ a Senſe of the im- 
minent Dangers, Difficulties, and Tempta- 
tions, with which we are ſurrounded, calls 
loudly for inceſſant Vigilance, to “ ariſe and 
* be doing (d); to put on the whole Armour 
of God (e), and after we have done all (i. e. 
all that lieth in us) to ſtand, and ſee. the Suc- 
ceſs of our Endeavours, co-operating with the 
Divine Grace. The Apoſtle is very earneſt 
in his Admonitions to Circumſpection, 
he warns them with the greateſt Caution to 
avoid every Brother that © walked diſorder- 
ly (/),—being well aware-of the Contagion 
of vicious Example, and remembering that 


(a) Mark xiii. 37. (% Matt. mob; 41. (e) Exod. xiv. 15. 
4) 1 Chron, xxii. 16. 00 Epheſ. vi. 13. (J 9 jü. 11. 


He 


and it is remarkable in another 
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He who was the Pattern of Perfection, ſhared 
his Confidence with a ele? Triumvirate (a). 
The Progreſſion of Vice is almoſt im- 
perceptible, and if once we venture to d 
<« in the Counſel of the Ungodly (5),” it 
will not be long before we even dare to © fe 
« down in the Seat of the Scornful:“ The 
Tranſition is too eaſy—natural and adden. 
Hazael and St. Peter (c) are Ari king In- 
ſtances, Malt. xxvi. 33—75. 

Remember the Command of that Divine: 
Perſon, whoſe intuitive Penetration enabled 
him to diſcern (d), at the ſame Time that 
his univerſal Benevolence prompted him to 
put the moſt favourable Conſtruction on hu- 
110 man Actions (e). Have the Wiſdom 
N * of the Serpent (f),——judge not ac- 
* « cording to Appearances (g), (7. e. ac- 
cording to exterior Shew and ſpecious Co- 
lb lourings) but cautiouſly guard againſt the 
1 wiles of Sophiſtry, the Maze of Deceit, — 
and the Labyrinth of Deluſion; it is incum- 
iy bent on zs in particular, (who wield he 
| Sword of the Spirit (H),) to put on the Helmet 
f of Prudence, the Breaſt- plate of Circum- 
0 peclion.—.—Me are particularly called upon, 
Ws to abound in every Virtue and Chriſtian 
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(ca.) Late viii. pi. (3) N i. 1. (c) 2 Kings viii. 15. 
(4) John ii. 25. (e) Matt, xxvi. 1. (J) Matt. x. 16. 
(2) John vii. 24. (>) Epheſ. vi. 17. 
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Grace, 


An Admonition to the Younger Clergy. 55 


Grace.—for if, whilſt we declaim with 
Energy againſt the vicious Example of others 
(a),. ——we our elves walk unworthy of our 
Vocation (b);—if whilſt we inveigh with 
great Warmth againſt the Pleaſures of this 
Life (c) e ſeem by our Conduct to 
look upon ourſelves as ſent into this World, 
like Lgpyrathan to take our Paſirme therein 
(4). If, whilſt we © cry aloud” againſt 

thoſe that lade themſelves with thick Clay 
(e we ourſelves when Riches in- 
creaſe, ſet our Hearts upon them (7); 
if, whilſt we vehemently inveigh againſt 
thoſe who ſet their Neſt on High, we our- 
ſelves are ambitious and aſpiring, —*© add 
« Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field (g),“ 
muſt not we naturally expect, that thoſe 
Accuſations will be retorted on us, and our 
Invectives 7urn into our own Boſom (0). 
We ought to diſtinguiſh ourſelves as much 
by an inberent and habitual, as we are al- 
ready diſtinguiſhed by an external and re- 
lative Holineſs (7). 

I cannot conclude this Addreſs without 
obſerving to you, the Apoſtle lays the 
greatelt Streſs * the perſonal Conduct and 


(a) Rom. ii. 3. (3) Rom. 3 ii. 21. (c) Lake viii. 14. 
{d) E/. civ. 26. (e) Haba. ii. 6. () E,. Ixii. 10. 


C) Ja. v. 8. ) E/. XXXV, 13. (% 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
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circumſpect Behaviour of the Clergy; 8 


ibis he lays: a particular Emphaſis. Cons 


{cious, that the Energy of their Doctrine 
the Cogency of their Arguments and the 


n of their Reaſoning, will have very - 


little Influence on their Audience, unleſs ſe⸗ 
conded by the Purity of their Manners,— — 

the Integrity of their Conduct. 
exemplary Tenour of their Lives. Allother 


Conſiderations are ſubſervient to 7519 great 
and ęſſential Point, accordingly you obſerve 


the Apoſtle gives his the Precedence, 
— and rina paß 7 Tat Hann 
VNTO YOURSELVES. + qe eat O97 -þ 
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